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THE BEACON RETURNS 
By Judy Bierma 

With help from David Pickering I am attempting to 
revive The Beacon. I have given it a lot of thought. I 
feel strongly we need a community newsletter. I 
need your help. I need you to send me pictures, 
articles, ads, happenings, etc. by the 15th of each 
month so we can publish The Beacon by the first of 
the month. We will post it on the home page of Alex 
Scott’s Amherst Island website 
http://www.amherstisland.on.ca/Beacon/index.htm. 
You are welcome to print it and give it out to people 
who don’t have computers. If anyone else wants to 
help please let me know. judybierma@gmail.com. 
Let’s do this together. 

From Shirley Miller’s Facebook page 
“Amherst Island Looking Back” 

Irene Glen 1919-1997 
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Opening of the Museum with Town Crier Bill McKee 

Photo by Janet Scott 

OPENING OF THE NEILSON STORE AND 
CULTURAL CENTRE 
by Janet Scott 

On Saturday, May 19th the Museum was opened 
with a flourish by our own Town Crier, Bill McKee. 
The featured display is the William Perceval Map of 
Amherst Island hidden for many years in Farnham 
House, then discovered by Cannon Williston. It was 
then passed down through his family members until 
it reached his grandson Terry Williston who has 
generously presented this one of a kind map to our 
local museum for display. This map shows the 
Island as it was inhabited after the American 
Revolution and before the Irish immigration to 
Amherst Island. Tom Sylvester our historian of the 
South Shore has spent a great deal of time 
researching and verifying land claims. The results 
can be seen on the wall of our own museum, but you 
may need a magnifying glass to read the fine print. 
Digital copies are available for $50.00. Come visit! 

 
Anders Bennick, Chair of the Museum Board, Tom 

Sylvester, board member and local historian, Bill McKee, 
Town Crier and Terry Willliston unveil the map and 

welcome all to the museum. 
Photo by Janet Scott 

 
Unveiling the map 

Photo by Janet Scott

  

You will be welcomed by these Museum Interpreters 
J.P.Leeder, Jacob Welbanks and Mia McDonald will be 

happy to show you around the exhibits. 
Photo by Janet Scott 
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ISLE UPDATE 
by Julie Leeder 

As the 2017-18 school year ends, the members of 
ISLE would like to send a wholehearted thank you 
out to the Island community for your unending 
support of our initiatives. This year, you have 
supported us by buying local Wilton cheese on a 
monthly basis, purchasing magazine subscriptions, 
supporting our Christmas trees and wreaths 
endeavour, and by proudly buying and wearing 
Island t-shirts. 

Your support of these initiatives has helped us fund 
the following opportunities for the students of 
Amherst Island Public School this year: 

A portion of the senior class end-of-year trip to 
Camp Onondaga 

 Thousand Islands Theatre Group visit to 
AIPS 

 The cost of bus to Gould Lake Outdoor 
Education Centre 

 Cost of a bus to see “Pinocchio” at the Grand 
Theatre 

 Cost of bus for the primary class end-of-year 
trip to Brockville 

 Organizing hot lunches and healthy snacks 
for students 

 Purchase of a webcam for live streaming of 
nature events 

 Refreshments for school events 
 Outdoor chess pieces for the playground 

“game boards” 
 A portion of the costs associated with the 

upgrade of the school playground 

ISLE is a group comprised of community members, 
parents and teaching staff whose goal is to provide 
financial assistance to extra-curricular activities such 
as field trips, and to provide funding for extra costs 
not covered by board funding policies. ISLE was 
founded in 1978 by the late Clarence Kennedy - the 
principal of AIPS at the time - and began with 2 
school staff and 8 community members [Jack Kerr, 
Judy Miller, Diane Pearce, Jack McCormick, Bob 
Horth, Phyllis Strain, Randi Murray and Cathy 
Glenn]. Since then – and over the past 40 years - 
countless Island community members and parents 
have served a valuable role on this committee. At 
present, the ISLE members include the school’s 
teachers, as well as Gord Heasley, Ali MacKeen, Jill 
Caughey, Peggy Edwards, Julie Leeder, Chelsea 

McDonald, Sue Murray, Ange McGinn, Lynn 
Wyminga and Carrie Sudds. 

At beginning of this year, we said goodbye to a 
long-time member, Roxanne Wolfreys, who has 
served dutifully for over 16 years, and has been 
integral in keeping the Wilton cheese endeavour 
operating. We have definitely missed the experience 
and sincerity that Roxanne has brought to the team. 
She made running the cheese program look 
effortless (and we have learned this year that it 
definitely involves a great deal of effort!). All the 
best, Roxanne! 

For any questions or comments to the group, feel 
free to email us at amherstislandisle@gmail.com 
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Photos by Lynn Fleming 

THE INTERNET CAFÉ 
by David Pickering 

If you drive through the village on pretty much any 
Tuesday morning, you’ll see a bright yellow and 
maroon sign in front of the museum reading 
“Internet Café.”  No, we don’t normally serve 
coffee, but if you want help with a tech issue, we’re 
open for business. 

Our own island computer drop-in centre is hosted by 
William Barrett and David Pickering.  Once inside, 
proceed to the back room where these two 

gentlemen will have smiling faces and a table top 
full of equipment.  The intent is to help.  “What do 
you want to do?”  is the question, and they will try 
to set it up, fix it up, explain it, or make you 
comfortable with using your devices to do the things 
you want to do. 

The service is provided through the museum, so 
please drop a loonie or toonie in the donation box on 
the way out.  Over the past few years we have 
provide advice, recovered data, done repairs, 
configured networks, done backups, performed 
housecalls, and held a lot of nervous hands as people 
took their first steps into the computer world. 

Come visit and be welcome. 

AMHERST ISLAND, SUMMER 2018 
by Sharen English 

The island is green again. 

Tourists and relatives are ambling down our roads, 
enjoying the scenery and the peace. 

Rural nature, sheep, cows, horses, goats, geese, pigs, 
chickens and wild birds provide a feast for our eyes 
and a balm for our souls. 

Bicyclists, walkers and joggers enjoy travelling and 
using our roads. 

David and I walk Kevin, our Chihuahua, in 
downtown Stella regularly. 

The music festivals, Waterside and The Emerald 
Music Festival, are starting soon.  The music will be 
superb and the ambience will be delightful.  Camp at 
The Emerald Festival or have a picnic before 
attending Waterside. 

We have a great restaurant with dedicated, friendly 
employees and volunteers. The food is delicious. 
The ice cream and fries are my favourite food items. 

We have a gorgeous General Store and Post Office, 
chock full of goodies to buy.  Drop in and chat with 
David and Linda.  You ARE welcome.  Ask to see 
Chester. 

Our radio station is alive and well thanks to 
wonderful volunteers performing different, varied 
jobs. 

The Neilson Store and Museum is open.  Wander 
through it and enjoy learning about our Island. 

William Barrett and David Pickering will help you 
with your computer needs on Tuesdays, Nine a.m. to 
Two p.m. at The Neilson Store and Museum. 

The Museum’s “Backroom Talks” are very 
interesting. 
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The wares in our artist’s collective, “The Weasel 
and Easel”, are beautiful.  We have many talented 
artists who live here.  

The First Responders will host a Canada Day 
Parade.   It will be fun and very well attended. 

The Amherst Island Recreation Association will take 
care of a barbeque and fireworks on Canada Day 
and St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church will host a 
Strawberry Social. 

St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church will also host a blow 
out annual Garden Party with an auction and a sale 
of donated items. There will also be games, music, 
food and an Ontario wide Town Crier’s competition. 
The party is a great time to visit with your 
neighbours, grab some bargains and support the 
Church. 

A house tour fund raiser is coming up.  See some 
beautiful homes and have lunch at The Lodge. 

The Women’s Institute, The Men’s Society and 
Island vendors are at the Saturday Market from Nine 
a.m. to Noon every week.   Visit it, buy something 
and socialize.  We now have a port a potty in 
Centennial Park. 

Go to Sand Beach.  It is glorious. 

Enjoy our sunsets and warm weather. 

Volunteers run so much of our Island life.  I thank 
them. 

I thank too, my friendly neighbours.” 

LOCAL ART & CRAFTS SINCE 1996 
by Lynn Wyminga, for the Weasel and Easel 

The Weasel and Easel is open for its 23nd season! 
We are housed in the historic Neilson Store Museum 
at 5220 Front Road on the east end of the village. The 
Weasel and Easel is and has always been volunteer-
run.  It was started in 1996 by a dedicated group of 
Amherst Island artists and artisans, wanting a local 
place to show and sell their works.  

We sell art and crafts from islanders including (but 
not limited to) photography by Brian Little and Don 
“Woody” Woodiwiss; art by Peter Large, Shirley 
Miller, and Joan Martin; pottery by Pat Frontini and 
Mayo Underwood; fibre art from Jackie Sylvester 
and Lynn Wyminga; handmade soaps by Maryanne 
Mercer; garments, aprons, and bags by Judy Greer, 
Danielle Sparks, and Victoria Cuyler; and new this 
year: Tin Can Banjo Ukuleles by Ross Stuart; 
Bijouxbead lamp worked glass earrings by Darlene 
Martin; and we will stock ever-popular Amherst 
Island I.S.L.E t-shirts after Canada Day!  

You can also find a variety of greeting cards, 
jewelry, honey, candles, cloth napkins, placemats, 
art, fused glass, and more from islanders and friends 
beyond our shores.  

We are on Facebook and Instagram 
@weaselandeasel, and have an information page on 
the neilsonstoremuseum.ca website. Our hours match 
those of the Neilson Store Museum. (Open every 
afternoon in July and August as well as Saturday 
mornings) 

So drop in, take in some island history, and pick up 
the perfect gift. 
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All local art photos by Lynn Wyminga 

List to her radio program “Studio Stories” each Friday at  
1 PM on CJAI-FM 

DISCOVERING THE GARDENS OF AMHERST 
ISLAND 
By Sarah Vanstone 

After purchasing the Trueman property in 2010, we 
discovered the lovely gardens that were created by 
the former owners, the Truemans.  Over the past 
eight years we’ve enjoyed the flowers and trees and 
have made some changes and additions along the 
way. 

This week, the roses are blooming! 

Visitors are greeted at the walkway by Rosa William 
Baffin. Its vibrant semi-double, hot pink flowers and 
showy golden stamens attract many bees. This 
Explorer rose is the hardiest of climbers and requires 
no winter protection – a must if it is to grow under 
my care! We brought this plant from our property in 
Ottawa where it was not thriving in the shady 
backyard location. You should see it now – over 7 
feet and covered in blooms. 

Another favourite is a beautiful rugosa “Blanc 
Double de Coubert”. It is the most fragrant specimen 
and has many dazzling white flowers. This shrub 
will bloom repeatedly, if I get around to dead-
heading.  

Also fragrant is Rosa Rugosa Fimbriata. This one is 
located under the kitchen window and right now it is 
a profusion of frilly pale pink flowers. In the last 
few weeks it was home to a family of yellow 
warblers, providing us with a distraction when doing 
the dishes. 

From time to time we are delighted to discover wild 
roses in the area between the lawn and the road.  
What delights you in your island garden? I invite 
you to write an article or to let me know about it – 
maybe I’ll be inspired to write another article for the 
Beacon! 

 
The Rose by Sarah Vanstone 
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More Roses by Sarah Vanstone 

There was a Memorial Service for the late Jean 
Tugwell on Saturday, June 23rd at 11:00 a.m. at St. 
Alban's Anglican Church. Interment followed at 
Glenwood Cemetery. Reception was at St. Paul's 
Presbyterian Church Hall after the burial.  We hope 
to provide a more complete honouring of this fine 
lady in the next issue of the Beacon. 

 

WI HAPPENINGS- 2017-2018 
by Ann Adams 

Our group usually meets on the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month with member-hostess providing 
refreshments and social time when “business” has 
concluded. 

An annual movie night in February has been 
popular. Guest speakers are often invited, and other 
guests are welcome too. Among the varied topics 
have included: Islander Ross Stewart describing and 
demonstrating his recycled handcrafted ‘tin-can” 
ukuleles; Bill McKee, a resident Town Crier, who 
presented two interesting roll calls and who will 
participate in the annual Provincial Championship to 
be held on Amherst on July 28, 2018.  Kingston 
Barrister and Solicitor, Barbara J. Hulme described 
her speciality of advice on Wills and Estate 
planning. Member Deb Barrett gave a slide show 
presentation of her memorable experiences on 
Antarctic cruise, and Janet Grace described her 
volunteer experience in helping a volunteer 
organization to build homes in Sri Lanka. 

In 2017 Amherst WI hosted the Mallory Town WI 
with lunch and a tour of the island stone walls. A 
major financial contribution of $4000 was made to 
the Sand Beach “Loyalist Washroom Facility” and 
Amherst WI continues to award an annual prize to 
an Island school pupil, among other community 
initiatives. 

One of our advocacy initiatives led by Anne 
Henderson has been support of KIVA.  We have 
provided loans to recipients in 25 countries. The 
beautification of the ferry dock area -with planters 
and installation of Christmas lights -are on hold 
pending the completion the new ferry dock. 

Senior’s Christmas dinner: AIWI will not host the 
event this year, 2018. AIWI wishes to send a big 
“Thank You” to all community members who have 
supported and participated in this event throughout 
many years. On Saturdays at the market during the 
summer, rain or shine, we continue the tradition of 
coffee and munchies for sale from our WI cart…and 
special aprons while supplies last. 

The two popular bake sales were held at the General 
store on Victoria Day W/E and the second will be on 
the Labour-Day W/E. We will again participate in 
the Canada Day parade.
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ABOUT THE LODGE ON AMHERST ISLAND 

Welcome to the Lodge on Amherst Island. A place 
where writers, musicians, artists and others can 
share their talents and where anyone can gather to 
learn, reflect and enjoy their surroundings. 

Services 
The Lodge offers gracious accommodation plus 
varied spaces for large and small group events 
(including workshops/instruction). There are many 
spaces to rest, read or work. The Lodge can provide 
overnight accommodation for up to 25 people. 
Holiday gatherings, workshops and getaway 
weekends are better at the Lodge.  

History 
We started with a big house on a remarkably 
beautiful plot of land. We have since become a 
destination cottage resort. All these years later, we 
host regular Art Shows, Weddings, Workshops and 
year-round guests. Our passion and dedication to 
hospitality will make your stay memorable. 
 

Sally Balik Art Show 
August 4, 2018 

http://www.sallybalick.com 
 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

COMPUTER REPAIR/UPGRADES, new installs, 
virus/Malware removal. Island References. Bruce 
MacCrimmon – 613 453-0505 
bruce.maccrimmon@hotmail.com 

Amherst Island Women's Institute Medical 
Equipment Loan Cupboard (wheelchairs, walkers, 
canes, crutches, bath seats, grab rails, commodes, 
raised toilet seats). Donations of used equipment in 
good condition also welcome. Call Sharen English 
(613)384-6535. 

Topsy Farms has fall lamb frozen lamb cuts; great 
raw honey by bees (with help from Dave Meikle and 
Kyle Murray 

SHIRLEY MILLER Paintings, Prints & Art Classes 
613-389-2588 

AMHERST ISLAND CHIROPRACTIC  Front Rd. 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. For appointments 
call 613 328-8892 

CHILDCARE Looking for a local reliable childcare 
professional? Recent Early Childhood Education 
graduate, Brooke Reid is available to look after your 
children whenever needed. Registered with the 
College of Early Childhood Education First Aid/ 
CPR certified. Contact Info: Home: 613-389-4484, 
Cell: 613-484-9046 

GODDEN’S WHOLE HOG SAUSAGE Thanks to 
our faithful sausage customers on Amherst Island 
for their continued support of our product. Flavours 
now include: Salt & Pepper; Honey & Garlic; 
Sundried Tomato & Oregano; Hot Italian; Sweet 
Chili & Lime; Maple Breakfast; and Salt & Pepper 
Breakfast. Now selling packages of 4 sausages!! See 
more at thewholehogblog@blogspot.com; Facebook, 
“Godden’s Whole Hog Sausage”; or, follow us on 
“Twitter @Godden Farms”. Please call ahead for 
large orders, 705-653-5984. With Sincere Thanks, 
Lori Caughey &Family. 

FOOTFLATS FARM ACCOMMODATION: 
www.footflats.com (613 634-1212) Goodman House 
(waterfront) - 4 bedrooms, 3 bath - available year 
round 

AMHERST ISLAND Welcoming guests for over 30 
years. Also, Cottage Rentals and Godden Sausage 
sales. Call Susie @ 613-389-2012 
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TOPSY FARMS WOOL SHED 613 389-3444 Wool 
and sheepskin products including yarn, blankets, 
crafts, and individual photos, books and booklets by 
Don Tubb. Open weekends and most weekday 
mornings. 

RAWLEIGH PRODUCTS Serving your family with 
pride since 1889.  Catalogues available. To place an 
order call Marie Ward at 613 389-5767 or email: 
bandmward@xplornet.ca 

 
 

 
Kids Day at the Market 

Saturday, August 4th 

10-11:30am 

Facepainting, Games, Races, Tug-of-War 

Loyalist Township Play Trailer 

Prizes, Treats 

Everyone Welcome 

Sponsored by AIWI 

 

 

 


