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ROYCE EVES
   Royce was born on April 7, 1927 on
Amherst Island to parents Peachie and
John Eves. He was raised on the Eves
farm on 1245 Art McGinn Road. He and
his brother Charles at ages 12 and 14 ran
that farm while his parents and siblings
moved to the farm on the Front Road now
owned by Topsy Farms. 
    In his early twenties he went to
Kingston and worked in a gas station at
Portsmouth for Al Eves. From there to
work for Earl French driving dump trucks.
He helped with the truck in building what
was known then as the Terilene plant at
Millhaven. 
    Royce then came back home to the
farm. He drove the milk truck all over the
Island for years. He and
his brothers went around
the Island with their
threshing machine helping
other farmers thresh their
grain. 
    In 1958 he married
Marilyn Miller, daughter
of Douglas and Rita
Miller. Royce and
Marilyn had four children:
Douglas, Paul, Roycene,
and Marlene. Later, they
enjoyed their 8
grandchildren.
   Royce left farming and
worked with Harding
roofing for twenty some
years. He also helped one
winter with surveying the

Millhaven Penitentiary location which he
enjoyed very much.
   Royce and family moved to Brantford for
five years. Due to health reasons Royce had
to retire and he and Marilyn moved back to
the Island. 
   For a few years Royce and Marilyn enjoyed
going to Clearwater beach in Florida and also
to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. The last
two years they live in Branford in the winter,
closer to daughters Roycene and Marlene. 
   Royce was happiest in his little cottage in
the woods on Amherst Island where he could
ride his 4-wheeler through fields and woods. 
   Royce passed away on February 7, 2013 in
Brantford Hospital.   
*****
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Photo curtesy of the Eves family
rear: Royce, Faye, Mary, Charles, James, Jack
front: Peachy. John

EULOGY for ROYCE EVES
- Gord Miller
   A Son, a Brother, a Husband, a Father, a Brother-in-
law, an Uncle, and a Grandfather. Although a brother-
in-law to me I will always consider Royce as my dear
Friend.
   I have known Royce and his family since I was a
small boy on the farm. Royce’s mother had a wonderful
smile and made the best pies I ever ate. Royce’s Dad
gave me fresh maple syrup to taste as he was boiling
down in the bush. Royce’s Brother James and wife
Grace and family spent a lot of time with our family,
especially Friday night boxing brought to you by
Gillette.
    Mary and Art and family were around in summer
helping with haying.
Faye and Marilyn were
tied at the hip I think,
always together. As a
boy I can recall hearing
a roar of an engine,
cloud of dust and knew
Faye’s boyfriend Ted
went by. Unfortunately
I did not know Brother
Jack.
   Royce and his brother
Charles used to visit my
parents quite often and I
came to know them
very well. One of them
drew our milk to the
cheese factory every
day and now and then I
would get to ride along.
That was great as I
usually got fresh curd.
   Royce and Charles also came every year to do our
threshing as they traveled from farm to farm each
harvest. All these happenings that I mentioned have left
impressive memories of my friend Royce to this day.
   There was one thing that I found confusing to a small
boy about Royce and his family. The boys all had
nicknames. I do not recall Mary and Faye having
nicknames. James was called Click, Charles was called
Heck, Jack was John, and Royce was called Doc. 
   Royce became even closer to our family the year our
father rolled the tractor over the bank into the lake and
was laid up for what felt like forever. Royce came to do
our milking morning and night during that period and
led friends and neighbours in seeding, taking off the

hay and the harvest. That was the true sense of
community and during that time Royce became my
Hero.
   I soon realized that there might have been a greater
reason for his generosity. He dated and married my
sister two years later. 
   I would like to share with you how I saw my friend
Doc.
   Doc was a hard worker at no matter what he was
doing. He could fix a broken tractor, fabricate any piece
of metal to his need, build a house and repair any break
of an implement with a pair of pliers and roll of black
wire. He was not afraid to tackle any job with a
minimum of tools to do so. Whether it was farming,
roofing, building or fixing, it had to be done the proper
way, no short cuts.

   Doc was a politician.
He was very interested
in local events as well
as around the world.
Doc was only person I
knew who could listen
to or watch news 24
hours a day and enjoy
it. He usually had a
resolve to any problem
he heard, however I am
not sure if they were
politically correct
solutions. Doc had
something all of us
should possess, an
abundance of common
sense. Doc was not one
to speak out but if he
spoke you should listen.

   Doc loved nature. He was in his glory when fishing
and got excited if anyone with him caught fish,
especially if the fish were big. He did not mind eating
them either.
   I think his favourite place was the bush with the trees
and wildlife all of which he could identify by their bark
or call. 
   He enjoyed cutting wood and was in his glory with a
chainsaw in his hand. For years he and the family made
maple syrup. Doc found peace and serenity in the
woods.
   Doc had a great sense of humour. He loved a good
joke. It was a dry sense of humour but the way he
delivered it was humour at its best. Royce loved to
laugh and found the lighter side to most problems. He
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always found the good in people. I never heard him
speak badly of others even if he did not like them.
Marilyn and I had this habit of telling Royce or Lynn if
they misbehaved to go sit in the car. I recall lately
Royce making an offhanded comment from his
wheelchair, looking at Marilyn, pausing then saying:
“Should I head for the car now?”
   Royce enjoyed music, not all music but most. His
favourite was the older country music which he said he
could understand. He would talk about the music in the
family as a boy and how the family would gather to
sing. He knew the words to many songs, especially if
they were about life or family. What most people did
not know was that Royce had a good singing voice.
Often if you came upon him in the bush you could hear
him singing before you could see him.
   Royce was a loyal, loving family man. Whether it was
his beloved Marilyn or Doug, Paul, Roycene or
Marlene, their families or grandchildren, they were first
and foremost in his life. Their needs and wants always
came before his own; always ready to give his family
all he had to help them out.
   When Doc came home from working off-Island there
was always a treat for the kids in his lunch box. When
talking about Marilyn or any of the kids and their
families, his face would beam as he spoke of their
accomplishments and the pride in his family was
evident. 
   Doc had no desire to travel around the world. He did
not have to. His home and his family was his world, his
life and his reason for being.
   Although Royce has left us in body, we will always
have his smile, his humour, his wisdom, and all our
own special memories of his life in our heads and our
hearts forever. He would want us to move on in our
lives because, with our memories, he will still be with
us everywhere we go.
   As I said earlier Royce loved music. One of his
favourite songs was a song sung by Johnny Cash called
Supper Time. I would like to close with some words
from that song.
   I can almost hear the Angels, calling from the port
holes of heaven;
Come home Royce,
Its supper time,
Come on home.
You’re going home at last
See ya later Doc.
*****

NEIGHBOURHOOD
- Lynn Fleming
   Get Well wishes to Helen Lamb. 
   Jim and Judy Gould have sold their South Shore
home and moved to Bath. Jim will be missed at CJAI,
where he was quite involved in the day-to-day
operations. We wish them well across the pond.
   Molly Stroyman, proprietor of the Lodge, celebrated
her 70th birthday with a party held in her honour at the
Lodge. Molly has been a great addition to Amherst
Island, developing the Lodge into a popular location for
many Island social functions, from music concerts, art
exhibits, pub nights, a variety of multi-day retreats,
classes and public lodging, to a popular location for
private family celebrations like weddings and family
reunions.
   Gord Forbes and Bonnie Livingston spent a few
weeks touring in Europe, visiting France, Italy and
Corsica.
   St. Alban’s held their annual Beef Dinner in early
April. More than 200 people enjoyed the great meal and
social event.
   The Lodge hosted the annual Country Music Pub
Night on April 6th. The full house enjoyed the sounds
of Dan Simpson’s group “Country Rhythm”. 
   The Lodge also hosted the Amherst Island Public
School Art Show later in April. Student
work in a variety of mediums was on display. In
preparation of the art show, Terry Culbert spent a day
with the students working with acrylic paint and Pat
Frontini also spent some time with the students working
with clay. 
   It has been a long, cool Spring, with ice and snow
right into mid-April. It seems the groundhog was not
paying attention this year. The same week the Quinte
Loyalist arrived, Hydro started delivering Hydro poles
to replace many rotting ones around the Island. The
poles were delivered by helicopter, and were lowered
along the roadsides opposite the poles to be replaced. It
was quite interesting to watch the helicopter go back
and forth, 4 times an hour, with a pole dangling below,
to be set down in precise locations, despite strong,
gusty winds. 
   The last few days of April are finally seeing spring
bulbs beginning to bloom, grass greening and trees
budding. We have finally had a warm and sunny
Sunday to give us a taste of things to come.
*****
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Hydro One crews wait for another pole to be flown in.

... and here it comes. ... right where it is needed.

Hydro One Replaces Poles By Helicopter
Pictures by Ida Gavlas

   Crews from Hydro One were busy last month replacing poles along the Stella 40', Front Road and other
locations. The poles were flown in by helicopter. They were picked up one at a time north of the L&A Power
Plant. A short flight brought them to their specific location where they are going to be installed. The pilot seemed
to take some care not to pass over people or buildings as we were on a sheep drive during one pass overhead... and,
the next time he came over, a new route away from us was used. 
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WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
- Liz Harrison
   Fourteen members were present at our monthly
meeting held in Leslie’s comfortable living room which
always seems to accommodate however many people it
needs to accommodate. The meeting was chaired by
outgoing president Mary Kay Steel who reminded us
that dues for next year should be paid to our hard-
working treasurer, Anne Henderson. That having been
done we moved on to standing committee reports.
   Elsie has been busy sending messages of good cheer
to Islanders who have been under the weather or who
have suffered the loss of a family member. As
advocacy chair I requested support for sending a letter
to Royal Bank CEO, Gordon Nixon, pointing out that
employees of the bank are their greatest asset and
should be selected carefully, trained well and treated
with respect. The Amherst Island branch of the W.I. has
its account with the Royal Bank in Bath. Members
voted unanimously in favour of sending the letter. I also
reported to members that I had heard from Loyalist
Township recreation director, Cindy Lawson, that the
surveyors’ report on the costs of restoring the former
ferry office/library building in Stella would be
presented to Council on Monday April 22 2013. In the
past A.I.W.I. has urged Council to make every effort to
re-establish a public library on the Island.
   There was good news about the Island Directory
which we hope to have ready for the May long weekend
or very shortly after. Sponsorship income is up this year
and Debbie Barrett is making good headway with the
layout. Jackie Sylvester has worked with Ida Gavlas to
confirm phone numbers, Kirsten Bennick and Joyce
Reid have prepared the page illustrations and once
again Peter Large has donated one of his wonderful
drawings for the front cover. Anne Henderson has
overseen advertising copy while Joyce Haines has kept
account of sponsorship money. Tweedsmuir co-
ordinator Mary Kay Steel  has contributed an
informative paragraph about A.I.W.I. The Island
Directory is published once every three years and is our
biggest fund-raiser. We couldn’t do it without the
support of Islanders and we thank all Island businesses
and organizations who have sponsored an
advertisement. I can assure you that no Islander will
want to be without one (or two or more).
   We moved on to discussion of the District Annual
Meeting which we are hosting on May 22 and the
summer bake sales held at 3:45p.m. on the Friday
before every long weekend. They will be in the usual
location outside the Amherst Island General Store and

the first one will be on Friday May 17. Of course,
starting on the Victoria Day weekend we will be at the
market every Saturday morning serving coffee and
muffins.
   Before we adjourned and moved on to our Annual
General Meeting, Joyce Haines asked for volunteers for
the May clean-up of County Road 4 from Millhaven to
Doyle Road. There was an enthusiastic response so
we’ll be out there before the end of the month.
   The AGM was brief and efficiently chaired by Jackie.
The proposed slate of officers for 2013-2014 was
approved and the new officers installed. The evening
drew to a close with the singing of the W.I. grace and
delightful refreshments provided by Joyce Reid and
Mary Kay Steel.
   PLEASE NOTE that OUR NEXT MEETING will be
on Wednesday May 15 at St. Paul’s Church Hall and
you are all invited to hear about a recent trip to the
Middle East enjoyed by Beverly Harris and Joyce Reid.
Come and learn more about Sea, Sand and Sultans. The
presentation is open to everyone and starts at 7:00 p.m.
An Island flyer will be sent out closer to the date as a
reminder but you can mark it in your calendars now!!
*****

AMHERST ISLAND DIRECTORY
- Ian Murray
    Sally and I use this directory a lot. I have it on the
desk while working on the Beacon to check the spelling
of names for the Beacon – is it Garry or Gary, Allen,
Alan or Allan? When we meet a new neighbour or
someone gives us a cell phone number, we write it in
each directory – Sally has her own.
    Looking through the current directory, it is sad to see
how many neighbours have died or moved away since
this edition was published. 
*****

AMHERST ISLANDER UPDATE
- Lynn Fleming
   Don had a call from Captain Tobie on April 3rd, with
an update on the Amherst Islander in Roatan, Honduras.
Tobie was on the mainland at La Ceiba, a city on the
north east side of Honduras. He has recovered from
whatever "bug" he had a month ago, when he was last
in touch, and has been at sea much of the time since
then on a fishing vessel.
   He will be taking the Amherst Islander to the
mainland for dry dock time, to have the hull
sandblasted and painted. Major changes have already
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Photo by Ida Gavlas
Osprey

been done on the ferry in Roatan. The galley and crew's
quarters below deck have already disappeared to make
room for new fuel tanks. The new galley and crew
quarters are now located in the former passenger area
on the upper deck, behind the wheelhouse. The wheel is
no longer - instead the ship is steered with a "joystick".
The new crew quarters deck is now tiled. The two
ramps have been removed and an entirely new steering
system installed, with new hydraulic rams. The
hydraulic pump from the ramp is now used for the
steering rams, with the second pump now a backup.
   The Jeep, (seen in some of the photos) which Tobie
bought for $2200 in Port Dover required $2500 duty to
be paid before he could use it in Honduras. He said it is
worth $10,000. in Honduras, so was still a good deal.
*****

JANET’S JOTTINGS
- Janet Scott
   Where did they go?
   One of the most frequently asked questions, when I’m
out and about is, “Where did they go?”
   For example, one week we might have 4000 Greater
Scaup hanging out on the South Shore. They have been
gathering there for most of the winter as the water
opens and have been joined by more as April slips
away. This has been noted by Birdwatchers over years
of observation. On April 9th, 1929,  2000 were reported
off Amherst Island. On April 9th, 1995 there were an
estimated 63,000 near Wolfe Island and then, in March
of 2013, Bonnie and I
reported 4000 south of
Amherst Island.
   This large diving
duck is about 18 inches
in length (48 cm.) used
to be called locally a
Bluebill due to the steel
blue colour of its bill
which is tipped with
black. The males appear
to have a black head
which may be tinged
with a green gloss and
is smooth and round.
Their backs are grey
and sides very white
with black feathers at
the stern. The females

 are shades of brown but show a prominent white area
at the base of the bill. This makes them one of the
easier of the female duck species to identify,
   During the quiet nights along the south shores of
Amherst Island, the Scaup in their large rafts are talking
quietly to themselves with a soft guttural gurp, gurp and
a bubbly biddievous. They sound like little kids asking
sleepily “Is it time to go yet?” and the answer “NOT
YET!” Lake Ontario is only a resting stop for the Scaup
as they come north. Some have wintered on the Gulf
Coast but most have stayed here as long as Lake
Ontario is open and free of ice. As they move north
they gather in these huge rafts in sort of a staging area
and we then are impressed by these huge floating
islands of ducks off our shores.
   One day there are thousands and then suddenly when
the winds are right and the stimulation to nest is so
strong the whole raft takes off and leaves one night for
the far north. They nest across North America from
Alaska to Ungava. They nest in wetlands and line their
nests with down from the mother’s breast. The male
spends the moulting season in a nearby lake while
mother incubates and takes care of the young. By May
15th as you read this article the Scaup will be gone but
by September they will have returned and peak
migration will have occurred by mid-October. Almost
three quarters of their year is spent in migration.
   Bluebills or Scaups are the most common duck in the
Kingston Area because of these huge rafts and for those
of you who belong to the Kingston Field Naturalists
you will be familiar with it because their magazine is

called The Bluebill and
has a Scaup picture on
the cover.
   “Where have they
gone?” well like many
other Amherst Island
transients the North is
calling and they’ve
gone but they will be
back!
*****
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Photo by Don Tubb
The before...

Photo by Brian Little
Caroline Akerman and Jake Murray roll up a fleece.

Photo by Don Tubb
The after...

Photo by Brian Little
The during.... as an ewe loses her winter coat.

Shearing Time on the Island
   The shearers have been busy getting the sheep all trimmed up for summer. Up here at Topsy, we only had two
shearers this year due to a problem... however, they pushed through the flock pretty quickly (and in good weather,
for a change). All in all, a successful shearing.
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COUNCIL GLEANINGS
- Ian Murray
(More) From the 7th Session of Council, March25
   Peter Large, representing APAI, appeared as a
delegate to Council regarding the Draft
Decommissioning Report. 
   Letters were also received from Graeme McDonald,
Sheila Whiting and Saskia Wagemans all expressing
concerns related to the wind turbine project.
***

From the 9th Session of Council, April 8th
Amherst Island Stone Fences Designations:
   “Moved by Councillor Daniliunas and seconded by
Councillor Ashley that the Planner's report 
March 25, 2013 re: Amherst Island Stone Fences
Designations and the Heritage Evaluation of 
Dry Stone Fences on Amherst Island be received and
Council authorize publication of an 
intent to designate nine stone fences on Amherst Island.
Motion carried.” This very detailed 58 page document
obviously took a lot of volunteer labour (and skill) and
is available on the Township web site.
***

   “Moved by Councillor Ashley and seconded by
Councillor Daniliunas that the Planner's report 
April 3, 2013 re: Heritage Committee Report March 19,
2012 and the Loyalist Township 
Heritage Committee Minutes for March 19, 2013 be
received and that a peer review report be 
carried out on the Heritage Assessment and Protected
Properties Assessment for the Amherst 
Island Wind Energy Project. Motion carried.”
***

   The following people made presentations or wrote
letters to Council objecting to the Wind Turbine
project: Virginia Thompson, Elizabeth Barr, Rick
Vanstone, and Peter Large. Please refer to the
Township web site for details.
*** 
   The OPP financial report for 2012 is available in the
Township minutes. OPP services in our Township costs
less than 50 cents/day per resident. Not that bad a deal. 
***

   “Moved by Councillor Ibey and seconded by
Councillor Ashley that the proposal from Ravenhill
Group for services related to recruitment of a Chief
Administrative Officer be accepted. Motion carried.”

    The search is on to replace Diane Pearce who is
retiring soon after a long career dealing with politicians
and bureaucrats at all 4 levels of government as well as
the public. Diane may not be physically large but her
replacement will have big shoes to fill – as the saying
goes.  
***

   “Moved by Councillor Ashley and seconded by
Councillor Porter that staff proceed with the 
purchase of iPads for Councillors with all accessibility
features included. Motion carried.”
   That should be a few more trees saved due to the
reduction in paper going out to each Council member
for each meeting.
***

   Sean Fairfield, Algonquin Power Co. Senior
Manager: “The project developer (Windlectric Inc. -
subsidiary of Algonquin power Co.) is responsible (not
the landowner) for all financial issues (including safety
and decommissioning costs) regarding the proposed
project construction and operation.
*****

From the 10th Session of Council, April 22
   Councillor Porter gave a notice of motion at the
previous Council meeting and at this meeting it was
passed by a unanimous – recorded – vote. Here it is, in
part: “Loyalist Township calls upon the Premier of
Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and
Housing, the Minister of the Environment and the
Minister of Energy to respect the principle of local
authority and restore the rights of local councils to
control local development as it is intended and
embedded in the Municipal Act and the Planning Act . .
. .”
***   

   In the Amherst Island Landfill Site Annual Report for
2012, it is estimated that the estimated lifespan and
closure costs of the landfill site are as follows: 2031, for
Phase 1, $220,000; 2038,  Phase 2, $120,000. The
waste diversion programs undertaken by Loyalist
Township in 2011 have successfully diverted a
significant volume of waste from the waste disposal
site. 
   The report stated that in this Township blue box
recycling diverted 21% of the total waste stream in
2012, and other programs, such as scrap metal
recycling and back yard composting, accounted for a
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further 22%. 
   It is not the long ago that some Islanders were irate
that the dump would only be open at certain time and
gates were put up.    
***

   Correspondence regarding the Wind Turbine project
was received from CRCA, APAI, Margaret Maloney,
and Jim Bedford. Please refer to the Township web site
for details.
*****

DEADLINES
- Zander of DUNN INN
   I have been asked several times recently how I feel
about being retired. Others have asked me to share with
them the main difference I have noticed between being
employed and being retired. I had not given it much
thought because I have not been retired long. But now
that I have had time to reflect on the subject it strikes
me that the big difference between being retired and
being at work is that I now have fewer deadlines.
   I say “fewer deadlines” because I will be preaching
only once a month and I have agreed to continue to
produce this monthly column for the Beacon. Those are
two deadlines I will have to meet. But the weekly
deadlines for sermons, for orders of worship, for study
groups, for cards to church members who have
birthdays, anniversaries of weddings or baptisms will
no longer be mine. I produced monthly a newsletter
called “St. Paul’s Epistle” which I will no longer have
to present.
   All those deadlines put me under pressure. I had to
meet the deadlines or what I had to say would not be
timely. I had to structure my time so that I could get all
those things done - on time. That meant I could not do
some other things and/or I had to take extra time to get
those matters done.
   For some people that would not be a problem. They
are naturally well organized or they have been trained
to meet deadlines in their work. I am not naturally well
organized and nobody has ever taught me how to meet
deadlines. The truth is that I am naturally lazy and am
an expert procrastinator. I don’t always wait till the last
minute to work toward a deadline but only too often I
do. That’s where the pressure comes from.
   When I began ministry in the church I used to prepare
my sermons on Saturday. But, because Saturday was
such a busy time - especially a time to shop and visit
and enjoy my young children - I ended up not getting to
the sermon until the last minute - after supper. Often I

did not finish the sermon until after midnight.
   When we lived in Guyana I was preaching all over
the country so I had to prepare sermons before I set out
on a trip. I found myself having to prepare sermons on
Mondays and other days of the week. 
   When we moved to North Bay, the secretary of
Calvin Presbyterian Church did not work on Friday.
That meant I had to have the bulletin all prepared by
Thursday morning. It also meant I had all day Friday to
work on my sermons - except that on many Fridays I
had meetings or funerals or interviews or emergency
calls. I vowed that I would have the sermon finished by
Friday noon at the latest.
   When we were called to Knox Church, Guelph, I
found myself so busy that I could not depend on getting
the sermon done by Friday. But instead of producing
one sermon I decided to work on many sermons, most
of which I got completed weeks before they were due.
But there was always a time when one of my deadlines
was not met and I had to rush and cram to get that
sermon done.
   I don’t have many original ideas so that meant I had
to read extensively before I sat down to write. My desk
would be piled with, and covered by, books, big and
small, marked, underlined and colour-coded. But I did
get the job done on time. I never missed a sermon
deadline for the church even though it was always a
chore.
   Now that the pressure of those deadlines has been
lessened I can now consider other deadlines. I need to
set myself deadlines (although my wife, Nance, has
many deadline suggestions for me). I need to purge and
organize my photographs. I need to clean up my study.
I need to write my memoirs (not because I’m important
but because I want the church to know what it was like
to work in the time I have lived and I want my children
to know their family history). I need to go through my
books and give many away. (Nance would say “most
away.”) And I need to take these deadlines seriously
because I am getting older. I don’t want to run out of
time before I meet those deadlines.
   That raises the issue of spiritual deadlines. I mean
deadlines for decisions we need to make concerning
God, concerning our families (have we made our
wills?), concerning our friends and loved ones. We, in
the mainline churches, often feel uncomfortable when
evangelists present an altar call at the end of every
service. Those evangelists seem to pressure people to
meet their deadlines. Music could move their audience
to respond affirmatively; peer pressure could influence
the people to agree with them; family expectations
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could lead congregations to acquiesce before they had
thought through the implications of the call to meet a
deadline. We might refuse to be swayed by all those
factors but the deadlines continue to be there for us.
   The deadlines are there for all of us today. When will
we decide how we will relate to God, to the people God
has put into our lives, to the issues which are before us
now? There are some deadlines we dare not miss.
*****

THE CHEESE MAKERS’S
DAUGHTER
(The oldest one)
- Judy Bierma
Chapter Two
   We’re back and working around the Café and glad to
be back home.  I have been thinking of things to write
about. I mentioned school, the GMC truck, chores at
the house, chores in the cheese factory, and the
telephone in my last article. I could talk about school,
Hallowe’en, NDSS, ice travel, Victoria Hall Dances,
and Anglican Sunday School.
   I decided to ask Mom about the article and what she
thought?  She asked, “Where was I?”  I wasn’t sure if
she wondered why I didn’t talk about what she was
doing or if she really wondered where she was while I
was doing the things I described.  I said, “I thought you
were working in the factory.” And she said, “Yes, I
was.” 
   When I talked about the cream separator and cleaning
it, I wondered whether we sent the cream to be made
into butter or we had whey butter. Mom said we sent
the cream away for creamery butter and the whey went
to the farmers and on the road, to keep the dust down.  I
asked her, “What did I make for supper other than
KD?” and she didn’t remember.
   I asked Mom what she missed the most and she said it
was the indoor toilet. We had a lovely two seater out
house and as kids we thought it was fine but Mom said
it really upset her having just come from a newly built
house with all the conveniences in Harrowsmith. There
wasn’t a bath tub in the house so Mom used to bath us
in a big tub in the back of the Cheese Factory.  There
would usually be hot water left over from making the
cheese and she bathed us all together. I don’t remember
what happened as we got older. I do remember being
nervous that the farmers that were coming to get whey
for their pigs at the back of the factory would see us in

 our bath tub. The bath tub or big tank that we bathed in
was over our heads and Mom would lift us down into it
so there was no chance anyone could see us in there.
   We had a two seater outhouse in the lilacs between
our place and Madeline and Sterling Glenn’s. I had no
problem with it. I thought everyone else had an
outhouse too. When I first started using flush toilets I
found them really loud so I would run out after I
flushed the toilet or not flush it to avoid the noise.
   As a young teenager I used to write away to Travel
Agencies for free travel pamphlets so I would get
beautiful pictures of palaces and views of amazing
country side. I would hang the posters and pictures on
my walls/ceiling and dream about travelling. I also
loved getting mail and that would make sure I got mail
if I sent out requests for travel magazines and pictures.
My bedroom was the little one at the far eastern end of
the house upstairs. The ceilings went right to very short
walls about two feet high. There were two little wee
windows and a small staircase that went down to the
kitchen. The other door in my bedroom led into Joyce
and Joan’s bedroom.  They shared a big double bed and
their bedroom led into the hallway and the big stair
case.
   I also wrote away to join fan clubs for Hayley Mills,
Connie Francis, Connie Stevenson, The Beetles, Gary
Pucket and the Union Gap, etc. I used to post their
pictures on my ceiling too.  I loved getting mail from
the Fan Clubs I belonged to.
   Robert my younger brother by six years spent most of
his younger years outside playing with Freddy Nelson
and Michael McCormick. One day he stuck his hand in
a hornet nest out by the lilacs and then turned and ran.
The hornets came after him and stung him many times.
He was covered by stings. Mom called Ruth Glenn to
come and check him out and sent him to the hospital in
Mom and Dad’s car. It was always a great relief to have
Ruth available for decisions on whether Robert needed
to go to the emergency.
   My sister Joan was making tea or coffee for Dad and
spilled the kettle of hot water on her arm.  Mom
thought she had tripped over Porky our dog.  Again
Ruth was called to check her arm out before she went to
emerge in the family car. It was probably the Napanee
Hospital. She came back home and wore a white shirt
all the time to protect her arm. I thought  it was Joyce
but Mom thought it was Joan and I haven’t had time to
ask Joyce and Joan if they remember which one it was.
*****
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HERE & THERE
- Ian Murray
   To the list of those who left the world a much better
place is found the name Richard St. Barbe Baker – born
in England, graduate of U of Saskatchewan, buried in
Saskatoon. He founded the reforestation group “Men of
the Trees” which morphed into the “International Tree
Foundation”. It is estimated that reforestation efforts by
groups that he either founded or was associated with
have planted 16 trillion trees – no estimate of how
many reached maturity. 
   Check him out on the internet. 
***

   The April 2013 edition of National Geographic has an
article titled “Species Hunt”. The following are the
estimated number of each animal species, the
discovered species with % of discovered species in
brackets: mammals, 5600, 5501 (98%); birds, 10,500,
10,064 (96%); reptiles, 12,000, 9,547 (80%);
amphibians, 15,000, 6,771 (45%); fish, 45,000, 32,400
(72%); crustaceans, 150,000, 47,000 (31%); Mollusks,
200,000, 85,000 (43%); arachnids, 600,000, 102,248
(17%); insects 5,000,000, 1,000,000 (20%). 
   The known percentages of other life forms – various
plants, fungi, bacteria, viruses, etc - are probably much
lower
   There are scientists who believe that the mass of life
forms beneath the planet’s surface is greater than that
above the surface and in the water.
   The bombing at the Boston Marathon happened on a
Monday. On Friday of that week, the MACLEAN’S
Magazine in our mail box here on a dead-end dirt road
on an island in Lake Ontario had a photo of the incident
on its front page and an article on the same subject
inside the magazine. Amazing! 
***

   The householder flyer “Update for Frontenac II
Retrofit . . . “ was a revelation. A big thank you to
whoever came up with the idea to give Islanders a
medical update on our ferry. Also a big thank you to
whoever approved the idea. 
   This is a big improvement on rumours.
***

   It has to be worthwhile to the people who create
internet spam. There must still be lots of gullible people
in the world who believe: that there are incredibly
attractive and willing exotic women eager to make their
acquaintance; that they can rely on a stranger’s advice

on stock market investments; that someone they’ve
never heard of has left them millions of dollars; and so
on. 
*****

THE NEILSON STORE MUSEUM
AND CULTURAL CENTRE
BACKROOM TALKS
- Janet Scott
   Maritime Museum 
   On April 12, the audience at the Backroom Talk
Series were treated to a visit by two long-time Marine
History buffs. We learned from the former curator
Maurice Smith and long-time volunteer Allan Grant
about the very beginnings of the museum and through
historic photos and documents we were shown the long
history of sailing and Maritime life in Kingston. From
the largest sailing ship in Lake Ontario to Corvettes in
the Second World War, Kingston Dry Dock and
Shipyards have played an integral role. Sir John A.
Macdonald laid the corner stone for the dry dock in
1890 and today you can see the retired coastguard ship
The Alexander Henry docked there. 
   Thanks to Allen Caughey we found out that our
former ferry Amherst Islander III was launched there in
1949. It was a most informative and interesting talk.
   The Wines of Prince Edward County
   On Friday, May 17th,  at 7 p.m. join us at the
Backroom for a talk about wines and wine growing in
Prince Edward County. What makes a good tasting
wine? Why is Prince Edward suitable for grape
growing? Dr. Anders Bennick a resident from the South
Shore of Amherst Island will share some of his
knowledge of viticultural practices, winemaking
techniques and the pleasures of judging their final
results.
   Light Refreshments will be served afterwards.
   Donations to the museum are very welcome.
*****

THANK YOU NOTES
   Thank you to the First Response Team and all the
kind friends and neighbours who helped me when I had
my fall in January.
   Pat Frontini
***

   The family of the late Royce Eves would like to
express sincere appreciation for the many prayers, cards
and visits at the time of his passing. Thank you to the
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Photo by Sally Bowen
... and right-hand drive to boot.

Photo by Sally Bowen
Tara in her mail delivery vehicle.

people who travelled from near and far to share in the
celebration of his life. Thanks to Rev. Zander Dunn for
a lovely service and such comforting words, to Beth
Forester for the lovely music, to Gord Miller for the
most beautiful eulogy, to Troy Miller for reading a
poem that meant so much to the family, and to the
church ladies for a delicious luncheon. 
   Marilyn and family
***

A big thanks to the ferry crews that helped loading
and unloading our wool-laden wagons. We are
fortunate to have crew members who are unfazed by the
challenges moving vehicles on the smaller ferry.
Foot Flats Farm and Topsy Farms.
*****

USED CLOTHING
   Please remember the Loyalist Community Sharing
Centre on Amherst Dr. in Amherstview when you have
used clothing (in good condition) you no longer want.
There is a drop off box at the front of the store. The
Sharing Centre donates thousands of dollars to the
Loyalist Township community every year, including a
bi-annual donation to Amherst Island Public School
***

STELLA’S CAFÉ
New Hours 8:30 to 6:30
We’re closing one hour earlier.
Opening: Friday May 17th 8:30 to 6:30
Sing Along on Friday Night 6:30 to …
OPEN: Thurs., Fri., Sat., Sun., and holiday Mon.
8:30 to 6:30
613-389-7200, 613-985-1029
judybierma@gmail.com
TAKE OUT
Book us for Special Occations
Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.
Needed: Volunteers to be Celebrity Chef
On Friday Nights 
***

CJAI’S ANNUAL FUND DRIVE: 
May 20-24
   To donate prizes and/or auction items, contact Susan
Filson at 613-384-7866 or redandgarry@aol.com.
   To volunteer or contribute food, please contact
Michele LeLay at 613-389-6725 or mlelay@kos.net.
   This is CJAI’s 7th birthday.
*****

MAIL DELIVERY VEHICLE
- Staff

   The Subaru Sambar – despite the VW logo - is a compact van built for the Japanese market to meet their very
strict fuel efficiency and emissions standards. It is built onto a mini truck platform, so is all wheel drive and has a
truck suspension. It has a whopping 660cc engine that cranks out 39 hp. It is right hand drive so Tara doesn’t have
to kill herself climbing across the seat to reach into mail boxes.
*****
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BEACON ADS
ELDERBERRY BUSH, 4 years old, ready for
transplant.  Produces great-tasting blueberry-like
berries. $25.  
Contact Kyle at 613 389-3444
*****

AMHERST ISLAND CHIROPRACTIC 
10650 Front Rd. 
Office hours: Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 
For appointments call 613 328-8892
***

AMHERST ISLAND STORE  
Monday - Friday:  9am - 11:30am; 2:30pm - 5pm
Saturday:  9am - 1pm   (Post Office closes at noon)
Sunday:  closed
***

BETTY’S HOME COOKING
My Market Goodies are available!
Plus if you want a full meal to go... a few days notice and your
cooking for company is over.
Call Betty 389-7907
***

COLIN BRADY
Spider Spraying / Fruit Tree Spraying
Call: 613-634-6680 (cottage) or 289-385-7217 (cell)
***

FOOTFLATS  FARM  ACCOMMODATION:
www.footflats.com (613 634-1212)
Goodman House (waterfront)
   - 4 bedrooms, 3 baths
   - available year round
***

FOR SALE
   One pull-out Sealy sofa-bed. Double size mattress.
Beige/brown/cream  $100.00
   One chaise-longue.  68” long  Creamy/beige $100.00
   Call Liz and John  613-389-5176
***

FAMILY COTTAGE by Lake Simcoe
For rent by weekend/week. 
Near Briar's Park, Jackson's Point.
Call Sally, 613 389-3444
***

HARTIN’S PUMPING SERVICE: 
Septic Pumping & Inspection
613-379-5672
***

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 30yrs exp, $25 an hour.  Also Home
Renovations, Tree Removal, Pressure Wash.  Call Cary 389-8327. 
***

GODDEN’S WHOLE HOG SAUSAGE
   We would like to thank our faithful sausage customers on
Amherst Island for their continued support of our product.
   Flavours now include: Salt & Pepper; Honey & Garlic; Sundried
Tomato & Oregano; Hot Italian; Sweet Chilli & Lime; Maple
Breakfast; and Salt & Pepper Breakfast.
    Now selling packages of 4 sausages!!
   See more at: “thewholehogblog@blogspot.com”;  Facebook,
“Godden’s Whole Hog Sausage”; or, follow us on
“Twitter@Godden Farms”.
   Please call ahead for large orders, 705-653-5984.
   With Sincere Thanks
   Lori Caughey & Family.
*****

HELP STILL NEEDED.  We need the following items for the
Lennox and Addington S.P.C.A..  Used towels and linens, paper
towels and cleaning supplies, pet food, kitty litter, dog and cat toys
are always in demand as are used stamps (any kind), Canadian Tire
coupons and pop cans.  There is a large container in my porch for
the pop cans and any other items can be left in my porch as well.
   Thank you for helping to support our animal shelter.
   Further information needed? Call Freda Youell - 613 384-4135.
***

I AM NOW SELLING WATKINS PRODUCTS AS WELL AS 
RAWLEIGH PRODUCTS.
Catalogues available.  To place an order call Marie Ward at 613-
389-5767 or via email:  bandmward@xplornet.ca
***

ISLAND YOGA
Call Taggett for more information 613 888-5156
***

POPLAR DELL FARM BED & BREAKFAST
3190 FRONT ROAD, AMHERST ISLAND
Welcoming guests for over 30 years.
Also, Cottage Rentals and Godden Sausage sales.
Call Susie @ 613-389-2012
***

TOPSY FARMS WOOL SHED 613 389-3444
Wool and sheepskin products including yarn, blankets, and crafts,
the 2013 Calendar, and individual photos, books and booklets by
Don Tubb.
Open weekends and most weekday mornings.
***

HONEY: Topsy Farms has Island honey for sale at the Wool Shed.
Phone 613-389-3444 for an appointment or drop by and take your
chances.
***

TOPSY FARMS has fresh frozen lamb cuts for sale in the Wool
Shed.
*****
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FROM THE ARCHIVES:
{Island Beacon: May 15, 1983 - Volume 3 Issue
64}

MAY COUNCIL MEETING
- Chris Kennedy
This is the reporter’s account and opinions of the
meeting. The official minutes can be seen at the
Township office.
   All the councillors were present. The meeting
started with a presentation by Mr. Bickerton,
from Bickerton Insurance Agency, reviewing the
Township’s insurance policy and giving
suggestions where it might be updated. The
Township appears to be insured against almost
every problem imaginable. It is insured for:death
or dismemberment of fire-fighters at a fire;
dishonest Township employees, including
Councillors; the Township’s safe being cracked
and other mysterious disappearance, robbery,
theft, larceny, pilferage, fire, flood, explosion,
wind, water damage, riot, negligence, and hold-
up of Township securities; Township vehicles;
almost any damage caused by any action or lack
of action, or wrongful act by the township; and all
township property. The recommendations were
mainly to increase the levels of coverage in some
categories.
   Council decided to study the whole insurance
area including Mr. Bickerton’s recommendations.
   The building inspector, Ed. Chadband made his
report. Three building permits were issued in
April: to Lawrence Baker for renovations; to
Calvin Thornhill for alterations and repairs; and
to Mr. Ilchyna for a new residence. There was a
discussion of the cost of building permits. It was
decided to base the cost for the new residence on
a value of $40/sq. ft.
   Council decided that priority on the ferry
should be given to police, medical doctors,
ambulances and veterinarians when they are on
emergency trips.
   Council has decided to go ahead with putting
blacktop on the Development Road and are to
discuss the best system to use the money
available.
   The dump clean-up project is finished. Some
people have been pleased with it while others say
there is nothing worth scavenging. Peter
McCormick has pushed the garbage back off the
ramp with his new machine. A couple of days

after this was done, Larry Fleming who is in
charge of the dump, was annoyed to find a heap
of garbage right in the middle of the road. Please
dump off to the side.
   The working budget was presented. This may
be seen in detail at the Township office. It can’t
be finished until the School Board completes
their budget. They have only had five months to
discuss it. Our Township’s major expense is the
ferry, but 92.5% of that is paid by M.T.C. The
road budget is $87,000 with a $61,000 subsidy.
Other costs include: Fire Dept. $5000; salaries
$5000; professional fees $4,500; interest and
bank service charges $5000; Council honoraria
$4,250. The Development Road budget is
$94,737 with a $90,000 subsidy.
   This is still a working budget and can be
changed.
   Council decided it was not its business to help
finance an N.D.S.S. band trip to Calgary. 
   It appears the drainage referee wants to proceed
with the hearing on the Drain at the beginning of
June. Because of this the next Council will be
held on May 31. All please note.
   [Later information has it that the Drainage
Referee hearing will begin on June 1st at 10 a.m.
at the Courthouse in Napanee. Pub. Note.]
*****

CONCERN GROWS FOR FUTURE OF
AMHERST ISLAND PUBLIC SCHOOL
- Ian Murray
   There have been several rumours recently about
the future of our school “It’s going to be closed”
“The senior students are going to be sent to
NDSS” “The senior students are going to be sent
to Bath Public School”  
   I called two of our school board trustees to
discuss these rumours. Both Ken Campbell and
Jane Scott said that many alternatives have been
discussed, by the Long Range Planning
Committee, no recommendations have been made
by the Committee to the Board. 
   Ken Campbell said he was very concerned
about the high educational costs in the local
school - 50% higher than the county average. He
hopes that these costs can be reduced to a more
acceptable level without significantly affecting
the quality of education. 
   Jane Scott also wishes the costs to be lowered
but strongly expressed her support for both
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keeping the school open and for keeping all the
students on the Island  My conversation with
Mrs. Scott made me realize the immense
difficulties under which the trustees must make
decisions. The “Board” is under considerable
pressure to maintain educational quality while
trying to balance rising costs pressure (mainly
from a powerful teachers’ union) against the
financial concerns of an increasingly over-taxed
public. 
   I got the impression that both Jane Scott and
Ken Campbell are competent and hard-working
trustees trying to do a difficult job as best they
can.
*****

PARTICIPATION
- Chester Tugwell, Chairman Recreation
Committee
   Today we are hearing and seeing many
advertisements on attempting to keep the body fit
and
the mind alert through various kinds of exercises.
For the last six years we have had the gymnasium
at the school and it seems to me that full
advantage has not been taken of this facility.
Therefore I am writing this hoping for your input
so that a proper program may be planned before
next fall and winter.
   As long as one can move about under his or her
own steam, volleyball is very interesting and not
too energetic. Badminton, although requiring a
little more mobility is an excellent game for a
little bit younger set.
   For those who are no longer capable of
bouncing around after a ball or a bird, perhaps
euchre or five hundred would suffice to bring
them out for a games night.
   Therefore, within the next few weeks, would
you please give me any ideas you have along
these lines together with your enthusiasm for
such a program.
*****

FIFTIETH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
   The family of Gordon and Ada Filson of
Lansdowne, formerly of Amherst Island, invite
their friends, relatives and neighbours to a 50th

Wedding Anniversary celebration on Sunday,
May 29th from 2-5 p.m. at the Community Hall,
Lansdowne. Best Wishes only.
*****

CARD OF THANKS
   I wish to thank all my friends, relatives,
neighbours and the ferry crews, the Women’s
Institute and the A.C.W. for the cards, flowers,
visits and telephone calls while in the hospital
and since I came home.
   Darrell Miller
*****

A MOTHER’S DAY WISH
   She’s the woman who carried me inside her
womb.
   She’s the woman who fed me, changed my
diapers, rocked me in her arms, dried my tears, S-
shared my joys and sorrows, and raised me into
adulthood. I was dependent upon her from the
moment of birth till the time of her death. Now
she’s gone. I feel devastated.
   She loved me and I loved her. I shall miss her
an eternity. No one could replace my mother.
   Her memory will comfort me in my grief.
Wherever you are, mom . . . Happy Mother’s
Day.
   Love, Sandra
***

CARD OF THANKS
   We would like to express our thanks to those
who sent cards, flowers or verbally sympathized
with us during this time of great loss of our
beloved mother, Evelyn Haggett. Special thanks
to Norma Collins for helping out at home. She
was a real “Godsend.” Also we wish to convey
our deepest gratitude to Shirley Belmont for all
her hours of labouring over food preparations and
for her quiet understanding.
   Bill and Sandra
*****
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Photo by Don Tubb
With the low water last fall another shelf of rock was exposed on Topsy’s west
shore. Shown above are a few of the gouges in that rock. They run, more or less,
SW/NE. So, what are they? I’m taking the position that they are the marks left
by the keels of Viking ships when they stopped here and fought an epic battle
that put an end to the dinosaurs!! Other interpretations welcome. 

Photo by Don Tubb
Here we have a cedar tree. How it got into this
predicament, I don’t know... I mean did it
grow like this or did the stones give way?

The Last Page
Being short on time and copy, I’m going to simply end with two pictures...
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